
Superintendent Message: 
 

An Innovator’s Mindset:  
How can YOU empower learning? 
 
Hello SVSD staff, 
 

In his book An Innovator’s Mindset:  Empower Learning, 
Unleash Talent and Lead a Culture of Creativity, author 
George Couros defines innovation as “a way of thinking 
that creates something new and better.”  He talks about 
the importance of teachers asking every day, ‘what is 
best for this student?’ and then creating optimal      
learning experiences for their students.   
 

In Marianne Bradburn’s 3rd grade classroom at Opstad Elementary this month, this    
concept was put to action — resulting in an engaging learning experience for her         
students.  As the class was preparing to depart to the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery for a 
field trip, they sang a song about the lifecycle of a salmon.  This year, a sign language    
interpreter is working with a student in her class who has a hearing disability.  While this 
specialist could have simply stood on the side to assist the individual, Bradburn leveraged 
this resource to create an optimal learning opportunity by teaching the entire classroom 
the song — both in words and sign language.   
 

As a result, the student with a hearing disability was the expert among her peers.        
And, by incorporating a kinetic learning element, the class will likely retain the song much 
longer.  Additionally, some students may be inspired to continue learning American       
Sign Language (ASL) skills beyond their 3rd grade experience.  Click here to watch a                
video of their performance. 

 

How can YOU create optimal learning opportunities to empower learning with your 
students?   I look forward to        
visiting classrooms this year with 
the hope of seeing more examples       
of Snoqualmie Valley students   
benefitting from staff efforts to   
use an innovator’s mindset in    
their teaching. 
 

Thanks for all you do. 

Rob  

#SVSDEmpowered 

Follow me on Twitter: @svsdsupt  

 

 
Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Important Dates: 
 

 November 6 —   

General Election. 

There are no SVSD 

measures on this 

ballot. Be sure to 

vote. EVERY vote 

counts! 

 November 12 —   

Veterans Day       

Holiday (no school) 

Celebrations: 
 Congratulations to 

Michelle Navarre, 
Operations Secretary, 
who got married on 
September 29! 

 

Welcome New 
Staff to SVSD 
 

 Kari Collins,         
SES Paraeducator 

 Anne Desler, CKMS 
Sp. Ed. Paraeducator 

 Victoria Hall,         
Bus Driver 

 Melinda Tost Kinney, 
MSHS Cook’s Helper 

 Jennifer McMahan, 
SES Paraeducator 

 Stephanie Moores, 
DO Registered Nurse 

 Shyanne Olsen,   
SES Paraeducator 

 Christian Rider, 
MSHS Sp. Ed. Teacher 

                (Cont. on pg. 2) 

Our mission is to  

educate all  

Snoqualmie Valley  

children to prepare 

them for college,     

career and               

citizenship. 
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https://vimeo.com/294979031?ref=em-share


Welcome New 
Staff to SVSD… 

 Christine Thomas,
CVES 4th Gr. Teacher

 Grace Thompson,
MSHS CTE Teacher

 Chloe Traynor,
MSHS ELA Teacher

 Jessica Tripp, CVES
Tech Lab Para II

 Kailey Van Slyke,
SES 5th Gr. Teacher

 Liza VanCamp,
TRES 3rd Gr. Teacher

 Savanna Warner,
MSHS Sci Teacher

 Jill Waskom, MSHS
LA/ASB Teacher

 Margaret Watson,
OES K Teacher

 Mary (Langrandeur)
Watson,
TRES 1st  Gr. Teacher

 Keely Wayne,
OES Sp. Ed. Teacher

 Jessica Webber,
NBES K Teacher

 Kari Weed, P-5
Instructional Coach

 Brenda Yoshino,
Occ. Therapist

 Abby (Tenhoff)
Zoubkov,
CKMS Math Teacher

 Arden Zuber,
CKMS LA/SS Teacher

 Tylor Zwiefelhofer,
AVID Tutor

Help tell the positive 
stories of your 
school. Email story 
ideas to malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or     
call Carolyn at:     
425-831-8423.

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District 
PO Box 400 

Snoqualmie WA 

98065 

425-831-8000

www.svsd410.org 
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Middle Schools to Benefit from King County SBIRT Grants 

Last spring, both Twin Falls and Chief Kanim middle schools were awarded a King 
County grant for a school-based support program called SBIRT (which stands for: 
Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Services). The goal of this program 
is to promote positive mental health and reduce adolescent substance abuse,  
by helping schools identify struggling students and connect them to support    
and services that can help them be successful. This three-year grant, geared to 
middle school ages, is part of the District’s goal to provide social and emotional 
learning support for Snoqualmie Valley students. Read the full story to learn more. 

October is Emergency Preparedness Month 

Do you know where to look for information about a school emergency?   
Refer to the following resources for updates from the district during an emergency: 

 District website: svsd410.org   The website is the first and primary resource where
updates are typically posted. Check the top headline. School closures and delays are
also be posted as a district announcement (upper left corner).

 District hotline: 425-831-8494  Call to hear a recorded message.
 FlashAlert.net:  To receive notices sent to media about school closures or delays,

download the FlashAlert Messenger app or sign up for email/texts at FlashAlert.net.
 Tune in to local TV & radio stations
 District Facebook: facebook.com/svsd410/ and Twitter: @SnoqValleySD

NOTE:  If there is no message regarding the Snoqualmie Valley School District on 
mornings of questionable weather, assume our schools are running on schedule.  

The District may also initiate an emergency call out, email and text using the 
SchoolMessenger system.  REMINDER:  To allow emergency texts, “opt in” by       
texting a message to: 67587, type YES or Y, and hit send.  Read this flyer for details. 

The Great Washington ShakeOut — Drop, Cover and Hold On! 

On October 18 at 10:18 am, 
students in Ms. Libby’s     
Kindergarten class at TRES 
practiced the statewide 
earthquake drill of “drop, 
cover and hold on.” This was 
followed by a school-wide 
evacuation drill.   

Do you have an emergency 
plan for your family, home, 
and pets?  Click here for tips 
from Emergency Manage-
ment experts on how best   
to survive an earthquake.  
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